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Synopsis
An Interpretation of the World within Mr. Seamus Heaney (2)
Koichi YAKUSHIGAWA

Interpreted here are Wintering Out, North, and Field Work.

Section 4: Wintering Out, where we can see three main themes; one is, of course, the
contemporary Irish situation, which has ever been at the center of Heaney’s poetical
works, In this book, Heaney’s contemplation on the Irish condition seems to find its
own “representation” in P.V.Glob’s The Bog People. Through the images which he
discovered in the book, he found a means of avoiding direct confrontation, of keeping
distance, and of mythologizing his personal, social and historical situation. Second,
Heaney shows his deep concern about language, especially in the first part of this book.
Third, Heaney turns his eye into the world around him. The world, however, seems to
have a double face. One is a happy life of mother, son, and his wife, which may be
compared to the image of the “Holy Family” and the other is a dark world haunting
behind the pseudo-holy family. Heaney describes at last;

I imagine untroubled dust,
A loosning gravity,
Christ weighing by his hands.

Section 5: North; where Heaney seems to become more concerned about language, and
a seriese of “bog poems” makes this book of poems distinguished from his other books
before. Northern legend seems to reenforce and also to particularlize the images of Bog
People. The second part of this book is, as is the case of Wintering Out, describing
some phases of the actual world around him and of himself. Readers can see there
Heaney-Agonist.

Section 6: Field Work; which begins with referring to Dante’s Divina Comedia, which
may have taken the place of Glob’s The Bog People. This may mean Heaney’s shift from
anthropological epistemology to classical expression, which may be said a shift from too

empathetic reading-in to flat and dry expression. It may be followed in due course for
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Heaney to go back to the scenes of daily-livings. (to be continued)
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