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The process of establishing companion relationships in early childhood

— self-motivated play in the first half of a term in 3-year-old children —
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Abstract

This study observed twenty-seven cases of children’s self-motivated play at nursery schools
among 3-year-old children in the first half of a term (from April to July). The number of
children involved in play on their own initiative was examined and the characteristics of the
children’s behavior was classified into seventeen category types. During their group play,
children formed small groups using an object, especially movable equipment like a cardboard
box, and made a play space delineated by the box.

The results of this case study show that in early childhood children create a comfortable
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enclosed space of their own, and then establish an unplanned companion relationship.
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