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Status and Problems in Reading in Junior High School
and High School Students
—the relation between "light novels" and Japanese-language education—

Takayuki OHASHI
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Abstract

Japanese-language education is facing a major problem in junior high schools and high
schools in Japan. That problem is getting students to read books. Teachers have been
working to reduce the number of students who do not read any books at all. Such students
are known as fudoku-sya in the Japanese education system. The government and
municipalities have tried various methods to address this problem, and the number of fudoku-
sya has been greatly reduced. However, new problems are now occurring. This paper
analyzed the results of a number of studies on reading and found that the main purpose of
reading for junior high school and high school students is entertainment. The cause of this is,
the reading activities taking place in junior high schools and high schools. In light of this,
this paper concludes that it is important that students balance reading for entertainment with

reading for learning.



