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Abstract
Following up on previous research (Kokubo, 2013), this study aims to identify the
kind of support which is needed for home visitors, as well as to establish what their

concerns are and when these occur. Three groups joined the Japanese Anti Child Abuse
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Network and have been carrying out home visits. The author interviewed ten home
visitors in these groups, six who had reared children (“Kosodate OB”*) and four
professionals. The research showed that the Kosodate OB had their own ideas about
how to help families, from their own experience of raising children, but they had some
conflicts about their present role. The professionals had no such difficulties. The former
said that public support for home visitors was inadequate. Home visitors helped each
other but this help remained on a personal level. The Kosodate OB are a valuable
resource, being close to the community. Researchers need to develop effective support

methods for home visitors.

* “Kosodate OB” are so-named by the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare
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