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Abstract

This research paper is a preparatory study on the social design facing giant
earthquakes and tsunami that may take place in the near future around the West Japan
Pacific Ocean —the Philippine Sea Plate. In this paper, preparatory research on how to
escape from disaster and some discussions will be shown in relation to the social design

that will be established. The research area follows Shizuoka, Aichi, Mie, Wakayama,
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Kochi, Miyazaki, Kagoshima prefectures. Before examining such a design we researched
the situation of areas that were damaged by former giant earthquakes. The results will

be shown here.
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‘There was a strange stillness. The birds, for example — where had they gone? Many people
spoke of them, puzzled and disturbed. The feeding stations in the backyards were deserted. The
few birds seen anywhere were moribund; they trembled violently and could not fly. It was spring

without voices. On the morning that had once throbbed with the dawn chorus of robins, catbirds,
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doves, jays, wrens, and scores of other bird voices there was now no sounds; only silence lay over
the fields and woods and marsh.

(Rachel Carson, 1962, SILENTSPRING, HOUGHTONMIFFLIN COMPANY)



