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Abstract

Purpose of this paper is to clarify positioning and meaning of “human life” and
“human beings” in high school civics lesson.

I point out that the personal “life” is overlooked, and “life” is treated as generalized

“human’s life” in much educational research. Also teaching forms that consider
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importance of “life” through “death” forms a view “life” and “death” can be compared
and contrasted and treated at the same level together. So I discuss that our values of
positive “life” and negative “death” may be reversed. On this basis, I argue when we
practice the program of “life education”, we must treat “life” and “death” as a quality
which cannot be compared together as different events, and need to develop teaching
which emphasizes individuality, distinctiveness, nonaggression, impossibility of acting,

and uniqueness.
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