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Abstract

Juanita (1887) is based on Mary Peabody Mann’s experience of slavery in Cuba in
1830s. In this paper, Cuban slavery, caste and their reform in Juanita are studied
through the analysis of the characters. To Helen, who is similar to Mary Peabody
Mann in criticizing slavery, slavery is cruel, and Cuba has no distinction between good

and evil because of slave traders’ honored position in society. As far as the reforms of
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slavery, Helen’s friend, the oppressed wife of a slaveholder by patriarchy and gender,
feels conflict but has no power. Moreover the reversed relation between the wife and her
old disobedient slave is a sign of the future abolition. The symbol of a Cuban caste
tragedy is Juanita whose grandmother was a slave. Juanita is free in the legal sense
but is treated as a servant because of her grandmother’s state. On the other hand, when
freed slaves in the reformed plantation choose not to leave, it is made clear that the
long term slave state hinders independence. Eventually slavery and caste brings agony
and conflict to both slaves and all others concerned. True emancipation will not come

until slavery ends and the ways of thinking changed not only in Cuba but everywhere.
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“Are families separated to be sold?” she almost gasped out.

“Oh, yes, to be sure; that is, sometimes,” said Tulita, for the first time thinking
anything about it. “It does seem cruel, but papa says they don’t care.”

“Not care!”

“Oh, they are not like us, you know.”

“I do not know any such thing!—they must have human affections if they are
human beings!”

“I should hardly think so,” said Tulita, “for papa says they are in the habit of
killing their own children.”

“Probably to save them from slavery,” said Miss Wentworth. “I like them all the
better for it.”

“But they do it in Africa—it is an African vice.” (10-11)
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“Tell me why you did not interfere if you were displeased with this. Has a
master no power over his overseer? Of whom are you afraid?”
“It is for the sake of the poor people that we must be cautious, for the overseer

must not be exasperated.” (35)
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“Camilla was spoiled before I came to La Consolacion. A former overseer ruined
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her, and they became such tyrants together that the whole rule was taken from the
master’s hands, till on one occasion they ventured a little too far, and he was
dismissed, and Camilla sent into the field till her proud spirit was humbled a little.
Since my regime she has taken me for her slave; but she is so useful I cannot do
without her, and when my children are ill she is like one inspired. She is never so

well content as when the power is all in her own hands.” (67)
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One of Isabella’s functions for her husband is to police both visitors and family,
censuring them for protesting slavery; reluctantly, she does so. As Mann presents

the story, Isabella’s punishment for this role is death. (xiii)
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slaves . free
coloureds . whites
Africans . Europeans

New Christians

manual workers

. Old Christians

. non-manual workers

poor . rich
plebeians . nobles (hidalgos)
illegitimates . legitimates

of impure blood
infamous

mixed

. of pure blood
. with honor

. unmixed
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Juanita’s habitual life-long reserve did not yield, and it was easier for her to keep
the secret of her happiness than would have been possible to one who had not
always veiled her soul from human eyes. Indeed, she did not know what to do with
happiness. The hopeless suffering of her life had almost destroyed the capacity for
enjoyment. (212)
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In Juanita, romance serves to retard social progress. Critic Judith Fetterley
observes that for many nineteenth-century women writers, a “commitment to
realism is closely connected to the commitment to social change.” Mann’s
commitment to realism—her detailed examination of the horrors of slavery from
capture in Africa, through the deadly Middle Passage, to years of torture on a
foreign island —do align with her commitment to record the horrors of Cuban
slavery for history. But her attraction to romance suggests a need to obscure the
realities of race and the effects of slavery, a need shared by other New England

writers of her century. (xxi-xxii)
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Generous childhood always takes the part of the oppressed, where any chance for
the development of sentiment is afforded, and an early repugnance to slavery had
manifested itself in Ludovico, in which his mother inwardly rejoiced, while she was
cautious not to impair his respect for his father. It was Marquis’ intention that he
should go to France, --- and his mother hoped he would never return to the life of

a planter, even if she was actually separated from him. (53)
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Some man of powerful character to command a person, morally subjected to him, to
perform some act. The commanding person to suddenly die; and, for all the rest of his

life, the subjected one continues to perform that act. (VIII, 226)
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1. E=RFAUiROELKDO =) BRI, 7T AU B TROOYHEE ZFRLLUIEEET, ko774
TR OER. F ¥ =)L« k— — > (Nathaniel Hawthorne) O &M -7tk TH 3,
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2. A=V —2F TEWEOR] (The House of the Seven Gables) DJFX T, TO< v ZAZIKD L HITHE
BLTWD, (EERRZOEMEO R Y ZAEITRBEITE, S5 THH L, ZOFERE, Z2OEMOTE
HEWHOWH ML T, H2EOHNEZERLAVET T3, 2hid, b L, NAREHOTLS &
KRELLS, BLLERILT2ERMH 2 LRBAR VWIS BAINTH S, UL D

3. WGHENCBIL T, v 7 74 Tids 18344E 3 H 8 HIF D Cuba Journal TIFEDAE L AT IR U TR
TT7I508—DEDEVIVRAZ [EFNBANH] (45) THBEEAR LTS, —Ji, 4TV G ¥Va—
JU (Diane G. Scholl) & Nathaniel Hawthorne Review iZ8 Ty ¥V 7 7 A 7 OUEHHENT T 25 2 13,
Fa—NHHETEALUS V7 7 A T UGN UTHEHIIZ i > T s 2 &3 LT B, TIh—R <A
o4 (Bruce A. Ronda) 12k hid, = U HFR2E, 18504 F TIZAGHTIFE LM BT = Rk b+ — &1
FIRDBELSICR -7z, Fioy B v F i K=V — U TGERHFR IEBIC S LR - 72D, 18524F 9
T, WEEHER O 7 5 070 v« ET —XOKRBEEDICDIC (7T 7Y v« €T — 5] (The Life
of Franklin Pierce) %#H &, ET7T—ZD BN TIY NT—IVOHFOWMMGFoONIcZ & EHBRNHZ &
fRfii LT % (263-265),
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