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On the mythological aspects of Hanamatsuri(fE£%) in
Kitashitara-area (Ati%#%) and ToyamamatsuriGZ[lI%%) in Nagano
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Abstract

The Hanamatsuri(fE£% =Flower Festival) in Kitasitara-area could be classified as
Kagura (#%8) of Tenryu-water system. Recently the festival becomes popular and many
people come and see it under the regional activation through sightseeing, which causes

qualitative changes to it. At the festival, sightseers are eager to see the lively dances of
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youth and urge the ogre(}), appealing to the general public, to appear quickly. This
festival is originally a ceremony to invoke the deity to regenerate the world, so the
dance and appearance of the ogre were only symbolic appendages.

Nowadays there are rapidly aging, depopulated villages in the area, where they
manage to hold the festival, reducing the time and the content of the ceremony. But the
reduction causes the loss of the entire backgrounds of the festival. It is the purpose of
this paper to make an examination of the thoughts behind the festival through a

written paean to the deity, and explore the hidden mythical backgrounds.
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