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On the Chant of Hanamatsuri-festival in Kitasitara-area
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It is the purpose of this paper, to explain the religious ceremony which sanctifies the
place where Hanamatsuri-fesival held. Nowadays the festival is conducted at public
facilities, such as a community center and so on, but formerly the festival was held at
private houses.

At the ceremony = A(Myodo), a kind of priest, holds a divine service to sanctify the
house as a sacred area. At the time he utters the chant to invoke the peculiar spirits of
the sacred place. Of course there are many kind of chants, as [#i7F¥ | (as calling gods
to the sacred place) or [&ff1) ] setting gods in the ceremonial area). The chant, which
I am going to handle, is now changed.

The chant invokes the origins of the furnace, which tells the reason why the place is
sacred. After the chant the people who attend the ceremony are aware of the holiness
of the place, and give their approval.

Today the meaning of the chant is missing, so in this paper I try to describe about
the lost meaning of the chant through Hayakawa Koutaro's works and the historical

materials of Tomiyama-Village (& ILAT}).
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