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Abstract

This research focuses on four short stories by Kawabata Yasunari: “Sorihashi” (1948),
“Shigure” (1949), “Sumiyoshi” (1949) and “Sumidagawa” (1971). The first three were
written in the years following World War II. The final one was finished months before
Kawabata’s suicide. Each of the short stories features the same group of characters, and
should be considered as four parts of one work. I analyze the stories from a
psychoanalytical standpoint. In my analysis of “Sorihashi”, I consider the depiction of

the traumatic end of the Oedipal Complex for the main character at the top of the
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Sorihashi-bridge in the Sumiyoshi-Shrine. Next, I consider the depiction of dreams in
“Shigure” and Kawabata’s use of ‘transference’ therein. Then I take up the relationship
between childhood trauma and sexual perversion in adulthood as depicted in
“Sumiyhoshi” noting the role of repetition. Finally I consider the depiction of Oedipal
themes in “Sumidagawa”. I conclude that Kawabata used Freudian themes in his
depiction of the main character, Kohei, and that Freudian concepts were central to the

formation of these four works.
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