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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine the conditions for a professional with a focus
on journalists. At first, I organize the concept of “profession” as a technical term, and
I overview the theory of “journalism profession” that appeared from the traditional
theory of “profession” in United States. This is based on professional ethics that the
professional idea is a public service, and it functions with the support of two systems,
professional education and the canons of journalism adopted from the organization of
professional skills. In Japan, professionals among which journalists are included, have
an inner conflict that they have no autonomy since the politics and policy of an
organization have priority, before personal professional ethics. Nevertheless this paper

concludes that the conditions for a professional are not to place too much emphasis on
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skills but on the achievement of professional ethics and their observance, and good

execution.
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