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Abstract

The sequences in the first 18 minutes of Chaplin’s Modern Times, mainly the
situation of the factory and the riot caused by Charlie, a factory worker, strike the
keynote of the film, which relates to the themes of the quest for “home” by Charlie as
the tramp and the heroine as the gamin, society and individual happiness, and so on.
It is the purpose of this paper to make a minute examination of the sequences in the
first 18 minutes of the film from the following viewpoints: (Dthe close-up of a clock,
@a herd of sheep and workers, @the president, Henry Ford, and Tarzan, @the images
of men swallowed into a machine, and ®the satire on machine civilization and Charlie’s
unconscious heroism. Through this study, we will have better understanding of the
conditions experienced by the workers, the characterization of the hero as the tramp,

and the importance of the sequences of the factory.
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