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Abstract

‘Measure’ adjectives like heavy, long, and deep cover a scale of measurement. Such
adjectives have two terms for the opposite ranges of the scale (heavy/light, long/short,
deep/shallow). These sets of ‘measure’ adjectives have symmetrically structured
polysemous senses. This study investigated the results of the language transferability
tests administered to Japanese learners of English. They were given 30 Japanese phrases
that contained ‘omoi’ (heavy) or ‘karui’ (light), and were instructed to make a judgment
as to whether ‘heavy’ could be transferable as a translation of ‘omoi’ or ‘light’ could be
transferable as a translation of ‘karui’. By factor analysis, it was possible to abstract

several common factors that reflected the subjects’ recognition of the transferability of
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‘omoi’ or ‘karui’. Three common factors, which are +/-weightiness(prototypical sense),
+/-seriousness, and +/-languidness were abstracted from the results. On the factors +/-
weightiness and +/-seriousness, they judged transferability of ‘omoi’ as more acceptable.
On the factor +/-languidness, they judged transferability of ‘karui’ as more acceptable.
The reasons for these results are discussed in detail based on the theory of

unmarkedness and the positiveness of the senses.
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