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Accidents in Extracurricular Club Activities at University and
University’s Duty of Safety Care

—From the Judgment of Matsuyama District Court (August 28, 1996) on
a Death Accident during an Exercise in an Aikido Club—
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Abstract

We examine a university’s duty of safety care in extracurricular club activities with
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reference to the judgment of Matsuyama district court (August 28, 1996) on an accident
in which a university student was injured to death during an exercise in an aikido club.
The main points of the judgment can be summarized as follows. (1) A chief student of
an extracurricular club represents the club to third parties but inside the club the chief
student is only a coordinator; therefore, in principle, a chief student does not have a
duty of safety care to prevent accidents in particular exercises or club activities. (2) An
advisor (professor) of an extracurricular club has only a nominal or symbolic role and
is at most a mental collaborator and a liaison between a university and a club;
therefore, in principle, an advisor does not have duties to supervise or direct particular
club activities and to take safety care to prevent accidents in particular club activities.
(3) University authorities generally have a duty of safety care for extracurricular club
activities. However, it is supposed that club activities at wuniversity are highly
independent practice done by students having sufficient judgment and therefore students
should bear a responsibility for any results of particular club activities; thus university
authorities in principle do not have a direct and concrete duty of safety care to prevent
accidents in particular club activities. We can recognize the above reasoning in the
precedent as appropriate, in view of the present circumstances where extracurricular

club activities at university are practiced.
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