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Paintings and Literature in the Mid-T’ang Era
—Bai Jyu yi and His Paintings—
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Abstract

In “EEfCAMEEL written by Zhang Yan yuan, which recorded the names of painters,
there appear 206 painters (actually 208) in the T’ang era. Among them some were
professional painters like Wu Dao xuan and the others were famous literati painters like
Wang Wei. Few T’ang era paintings exist now, therefore it is necessary to study
various other texts and materials to find the clues to the paintings of this era. The
present writer has been thinking that the world of literature and that of painting in
this era had a deep connection, although they look to be of an entirely different nature.
Under the hypothesis that the transformation of literature in the mid-T’ang period is
one of the main reasons for this connection, this paper will discuss Bai Jyu yi and his
paintings. Whether or not paintings can be approached through literature itself will
also be discussed. So far there has been no such research done, so this paper will raise

the new question.
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