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Abstract

Onigawara, designed roof ridge tile, is usually in the the shape of an ogre. This type
of roof ridge tile is very familiar to the Japanese, but in fact there are different shapes
of designed roof ridge tiles on a Japanese private houses. The roofs of some temples and
shrines are decorated with an ornament (¥ # —tomebuta., & % WILE Z3), the
designs of which are usually Lion or peony flower. It is generally said that designs of
roof ridge tile are chosen as charms for the protecting against fire-disaster. But I think
this is nothing but a popular view, because there are no researches on the symbolism of
the designed roofing tile and ornaments on the roof. If we analyze the symbolism of
roofing tile and the ornaments on Japanese private houses such as seven deities of
prosperity and treasure-boat, we will be able to find surprising Japanese ideas on the

roof. I believe that the roof ridge designs are expressions of the desire for the prosperity.
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