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Abstract

As The Tale of Genji grows in length, the story sometimes undergoes sudden changes
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and new characters are introduced. In doing so, this work rediscovers themes and deepens
the issues. This phenomenon is particularly evident in the third part, where characters such
as Uji hatino Miya and Ukifune appear, but Tamakazura, who appears in the first part, may
be a precursor to these characters.

The opening of the “Tamakazura” chapter is quite abrupt, as it does not directly connect
to the previous volume, “Shojo” chapter. From the perspective of the “core” of the story, it
gives the impression of deviating from the main story. However, as one reads the opening,
one finds that it is peppered with expressions that recall the story up to that point.

These expressions also recall various heroines who have appeared in the story so far,
such as Tamakazura’s late mother, Yugao, and Suetsumuhana, and Fujitsubo’s presence can
also be seen through the use of the quote song. The “Tamakazura” chapter begins with
expressions that evoke previous stories and heroines, which lay the groundwork for the
appearance of the new heroine, Tamakazura.

And by recalling previous heroines, the story attempts to connect and fuse the previous
developments with Tamakazura’s story. By having Tamakazura take over Hikarugenji's love
affairs with the previous ladies and what they have brought to him, the story opens up new

developments (Hikarugenji's aging and the relativization of his world) .
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