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abstract

On March 14, 2024, we visited Joanji Temple, a Soto Zen Buddhist temple in Toyoyama Town,
Aichi Prefecture, for the first time. The purpose was to see the statues of the main deity,
Shiakyamuni Buddha, Ananda, and Kasyapa. These three Buddha statues were investigated
by experts in the 1940s and 1950s, but have not been studied since then and remain
undesignated cultural properties. Records show that during the Edo and Meiji periods, Joanji

Temple was visited by many worshippers and was a bustling place. Since these Buddha
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statues also tell the history of this region, we visited Joanji Temple again on October 25, 2024,
to conduct a further investigation of the three statues. The investigation revealed that these
Buddhist statues were created during the Nanboku-cho period. Furthermore, upon
investigating the origins of these Buddha statues, it was discovered that the three statues
originally came from Kawajiri in Higo Province (present-day Kawajiri, Kumamoto
Prefecture), and that the Mizoguchi clan, who ruled the entire Toyoba village, donated one

hundred kan of Eiraku coins to acquire them and enshrine them at Joanji Temple.
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