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Abstract

Ethical concepts are at the heart of the logic of social welfare and, according to the
thinking of Fukuzawa Yukichi, originated with the clash between Confucianism and
rapid Westernization in the late Edo period. Underlying Fukuzawa’s critique of
Confucianism is his own notion of “weakness,” and the chaos between the two cannot
be ignored when discussing Fukuzawa’s concept of welfare. Fukuzawa’s perspective as
view on the ruled (and not view on the rulers) produced “an appreciable distinction”
(according to Maruyama), but Fukuzawa’s concept of “weakness” is closely related to his
concept of welfare. This is attributable solely to Fukuzawa’s Confucian thinking, which
was the basis for his perspective as view on the ruled. Additionally, the Confucian
precept of “truth” will later be linked to the concept of public relief in the early Meiji
period as he emphasizes the practicality of ethics, but this can also be viewed in relation

to Fukuzawa’s concept of practical idea. Fukuzawa’s Confucian critique and his
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perspective as view on the ruled, which was linked to his concept of “weakness,” both
took hold in Fukuzawa himself in a conflicting form. It is possible to view the nature

of social welfare logic today from that conflict.
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