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Abstract

This study examines a young Osaka speaker’s style-shifting across different contexts. Using
naturally recorded conversations, it compares the use of dialectal and standard Japanese
forms in grammar and expression. The speaker shows clear switching: dialectal forms
dominate in hometown interactions, especially in Osaka, while standard forms prevail in
non-Osaka contexts. The degree of politeness and accommodation to the interlocutor’'s style

also vary depending on age and relationship. These findings suggest that the speaker
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actively constructs language style as a means of self-expression. The study highlights the
importance of further research controlling factors like location and social relations to clarify

what drives such linguistic variation.
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