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An outburst of feeling passes through the stages of rise,
culmination, and subsidence.

What we call a state of feeling, or emotion, is a transitory
outburst from a permanent condition approaching to
indifference. There is every variety of mode as respects both
degree and duration. A feeble stimulus can be continued

longer than a powerful one; while every intense display must



be rendered short by exhaustion.

Practically, the moment of culmination of feeling, or
passion, is the moment of perilous decisions and fatal mistakes.
(Alexander Bain, Mental and Moral Science: A Compendium
of Psychology and Ethics, 1868, p224)
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The Moral Acquirements come under the general
conditions of Retentiveness.

In heightening, or in detracting from, the natural
strength of feelings and volitions, we are aided by all the
circumstances enumerated in regard to the attainments of the
intellect.

(Alexander Bain, Mental and Moral Science: A Compendium
of Psychology and Ethics, p385)
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(3) The wide department of Asthetics, in like manner, supposes
a knowledge of the laws and varieties of feeling. The Poetical
and Literary Art, for example, is amenable to improvement,
according as the human emotions are more exactly studied.
The science of Rhetoric, for the time being, contains the
application of the science of mind in general, and of the
feelings in particular, to literary composition.
(4) The theory of Human Happiness reposes immediately on
the knowledge of the human feelings. This must ever be the
point of convergence of all the sciences, but it is the science of
the feelings that gives the line of direction.
(5) The Interpretation of Human Character, the understanding
of men and their motives, will grow with the improved
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knowledge of the feelings. Not merely the emotional character
as such, and the conduct, or voluntary actions, whose motives
are the feelings, but also much of what seems purely
intellectual tendencies, may derive elucidation from the
present subject. The intellectual forces are, in all men to some
extent, and in many men to a great extent, swayed by
emotion. In particular, the man of Imagination, in the proper
sense of the word, the poet or artist, is determined, in his
productions, as much by feeling as by intellect.

(Alexander Bain, Mental and Moral Science: A Compendium
of Psychology and Ethics, 1868, p225)
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(o) X1 [For a knowledge of the feelings of others, we must
trust to external signs, interpreted by our own consciousness.
The signs are (1) the Expression, (2) the Conduct, and (3) the
indications of the Course of the Thoughts.| (Alexander Bain,
Mental Science A Compendium of Psychology, and the

History of Philosophy, 1868, p221)
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