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Abstract

Wartime welfare activity changed qualitatively in terms of the social work that
emerged in Japan in the later part of the Taisho period. As a result of incidents like
the War, social work’s original roles of providing relief and protection changed with the
implementation of measures to enhance the state’s war-fighting ability like policies to
increase physical strength and improve physique. Such ‘paradigm degeneration’ in social
work have, over the years, cast somewhat of a pall on the state of social welfare today.
The trend toward fee-based social welfare (services) is a step by the state to enhance
citizens’ ability to self-help and strikes at the heart of social welfare’s original role.

Amidst ‘paradigm degeneration’ in social welfare today, there are moves to gain a
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foothold amongst “person” because of historical demographic factors. With wartime
welfare activity and social welfare today in mind, this paper discusses, from a strictly
interdisciplinary perspective, system shifts that have been substantially impacted by
events of the time and self-help measures emphasizing “person” that have been

implemented under those systems.
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