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Abstract

A web-based survey was conducted among parents with children aged 0-18 years to
examine how contact avoidance toward their own children varies with the child's age. A
three-factor analysis of variance was conducted: parent sex (male/female) X child sex
(male/female) x child age (0-6, 7-12, and 13-18 years) . There were no significant
interactions and main effects of parent sex and child sex. Parental contact avoidance was not
significantly different between ages 0 and 12, and increased significantly after age 13. Child
age had no significant effect on negative feelings toward the child. The sex-specific

characteristics of contact avoidance observed for nonrelatives were not observed for biological
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children, suggesting that when children reach adolescence, parents increase their contact

avoidance tendencies without changing their negative feelings.
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