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Investigation of The Yakushi triad (Yakushi with two flanking bodhisattvas)
at Ankokuji Yakusido in Hida
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abstract

On March 29, 2023, I investigated three statues of the Yakushi Triad at Ankokuji Yakushido
in Takayama City, Gifu Prefecture. Currently, these statues have not been designated as
cultural properties, but our research has revealed that they are medieval Buddhist statues
made from the end of the Nanbokucho period to the beginning of the Muromachi period.
These three statues were originally the principal images of the Yokawa Ancient Temple. The
temple was burnt down during the war, and only the Buddhist statues were moved to

Ankokuji. Since then, these statues have been worshiped and protected by people for over
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600 years. In order to pass on Buddhist statues to future generations, it is essential that local
people take an interest in them. In this survey of Buddhist statues, part of the survey was
made open to the public. It can be said that this was a new attempt from the perspective of
protecting local cultural properties.

These two statues have not been recognized for their values as cultural properties. In other
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