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Abstract

In the Ten Uji Chapters of The Tale of Genji, love's desire exists only as an imitation of
others. On the other hand, although the first part, which tells of Hikaru Genji's early days,
depicts a man imitating the desires of another man, these vignettes are not central to the

story. In this paper, I will consider how desire exists in the second part of the world after
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the “Wakana” volume.

Specifically, I considered the three loves depicted in the second part: Hikaru Genji's desire
for Oborozukiyo, Kashiwagi's desire for Onna Sannomiya, and Yugiri's desire for Onna
Ninomiya. What they had in common was a desire for an “abandoned woman.” Men
sometimes become interested in women who have been abandoned by other men, or
fantasize about them, and even put their own pride at stake in arousing their desires. Her
real image has nothing to do with it. A man attaches his own selfish thoughts to the
“abandoned woman” and desires her. It was different from the Ten Uji Chapters of The Tale
of Genji, desire, but he could definitely see how his desire was being stirred up while being
conscious of another man.

The fact that desire is born in relationships with others is a common theme throughout The
Tale of Genji, but especially in the second part, desire arises in a woman abandoned by

another. In this paper, I prove this and consider desire in The Tale of Genji.
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