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Abstract

“Yoru no Nezame” has been evaluated as a “psychological novel” for
its writing style that pursues psychology. So how is the style of
writing similar to and different from what is called a Western
“psychological novel”? Therefore, in this paper, I compared it with
“Princess of Cleves” written atthe French court in the 17th century.

The first thing that came to my attention was the similarity between



R R AR 5 28

the two works, in which theheroine is depicted trying to become
independent as a woman after being educated by her “mother.” After
being loved by men, the heroines have arrived at a “distrust of love”.
This differs is apparent,from Japanese dynasty stories depict the love
of a “cuckold man” for his wife.

The biggest difference is in the ending. In contrast to the heroine of
“Princess of Cleves” who decidedlyshook off the man by her own will
and became a sister, the heroine of “Yoru no Nezame” is caught upin
entanglements and is unable to become a monk in the end. Even
though she feels as much “distrustof love” as Mrs. Cleve. The purpose
of “Yoru no Nezame” as a psychological novel is that it exploresthe
life of such a conflicted heroine and depicts the psychology of it.
Through the comparison of the two works, this paper has considered

the characteristics of “Yoru noNezame” in particular.
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