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Abstract

Based on the creativity of multi-layered communication advocated by Tzvetan Todorov, this
paper compares the short works of Haitian-American author Edwidge Danticat with her
latest essay, in order to verify the importance of communication that transcends the concept

of space and time from the perspective of inheritance, memory, conviction, choice, etc.
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.... the interpretation of the events occurs less in terms of its concrete, individual, and
unique content that of the preestablished order of universal harmony, which is to be
reestablished. Would it be forcing the meaning of “communication” to say, starting from
this point, that there exist two major forms of communication, one between man and
man, the other between man and the world, and then to observe that the Indians

cultivate chiefly the latter, the Spaniards the former??
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We are accustomed to conceiving of communication as only interhuman, for since the
“world” is not a subject, our dialogue with it is quite asymmetrical (if there is any such
dialogue at all) . But this is perhaps a narrow view of the matter, one responsible
moreover for our feeling of superiority in this regard. The notion would be more
productive if it were extended to include, alongside the interaction of individual with
individual, the interaction that occurs between the person and his social group, the

person and the natural world, the person and the religious universe.®
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Sometimes I think my mother and father are parenting me from the grave. A few weeks
ago, I dreamt that I was pushing a mini-hatchback up a steep hill, with my mom and dad on
either side of me, helping. In the dream, both my parents are the ages they were when they
died: my father sixty—nine and my mother eighty—four years old. After Sisyphean effort was
exerted toward getting the car to the top of the hill, the three of us celebrated by
contemplating the magnificent view of a beautiful green meadow below.2 (4 ¥ 1) v 7, T v
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The idea of my parents communicating from a great distance is not new to me. When my
mother and father moved to the United States from Haiti in the 1970s, both to escape a
brutal dictatorship and to look for work, they left me and my younger brother behind, in
the care of another uncle and his wife. From the time I was four till I was twelve, my
parents and I communicated via letters, a weekly phone call, and cassette tapes carried
by friends and acquaintances between Brooklyn and Port-au-Prince.'* (£ ¥V v 7, =
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Family legacies, my father used to say, are not only about traditions and values passed on from

generation to generation. They are also about the actions we take or choose not to take. In the



36 R R AR 527 5

mountain village where my uncle and father were born, a single deed could mark or
stain your family’s reputation for generations, placing you in a hierarchy that, if only
enforced by gossip or shame, might still decide the fate of your progeny. I am not sure
that’s still true, but my father held on to that notion until his death, in part because it
was taught to him by his father, who had learned it from his father. This is why they
had to leave the ancestral village and move to the capital, my father would say. Though
neither he nor his siblings had committed shameful acts, they longed to start over in a
new place where the generational burden was less weighty. Their new beginning was

meant to be a reboot, though, not an erasure. 15
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