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Abstract

The study aims to identify the views held by university students of young children,
investigating the factors that affect their views based on the internal working model and the
individual's occupational aspirations. The students’ occupational aspiration was categorized in
two groups: childcare related work and non-childcare related work. Their views of young
children were found to be characterized by notions such as “young children are sensitive and
full of potential,” “they are poor at self-control,” “they are full of fun and cheerful,”and “they
are pure.” The students who wanted to be a childcare professional tended to give a higher
score regarding the notion of young children being “sensitive and full of potential,” compared

to those who wanted to work in the non-childcare sector. In addition, a significantly positive
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partial correlation was found for the notion of “sensitive and full of potential” among the
students who were identified as secure types in the internal working model, while a tendency
of negative partial correlation was found among those identified as avoidant types. The
students who are avoidant type and ambivalent type showed a significantly positive partial
correlation with the notion of children being “poor at self-control.” Based on these findings,

the study discusses the factors influencing views of young children.
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