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Women of the South and Codes of Conduct in Kate Chopin’s
Short Stories

Yoko KURAHASHI

The purpose of this paper is to examine codes of conduct in Kate Chopin’s short
stories, “Madame Celestin’s Divorce” and “A Respectable Woman” comparing them
with her The Awakening with reference to the accepted codes of conduct of the late
19th century in the South, and to study Chopin’s view of human beings and
publishing.

In “Madame Celestin’s Divorce,” Chopin portraits a woman who fights the
community of Creoles where people and the local bishop think divorce is disgraceful
and a deviation from the accepted codes of conduct. Though there were divorce courts
to offer redress in those days, people were not willing to change their married life
status enduring everything to the extreme.

In “A Respectable Woman,” Chopin portraits a woman who almost infringes on
the code of conduct of a respectable woman. Since the first half of the 19th century,
there had been the code that women in the middle and upper classes should stay at
home and devote themselves to bringing up children and doing housework. Therefore
some people expected women were more ethical than men.

Chopin published her books to exemplify women who experienced emancipation
from those codes of conduct. She views human beings not through codes of conduct

in those days but from a free romantic point of view.
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