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Data on Birth-rituals called Hashikosi or Hashiwatari,

which range over Kitashitara District.
Shinei KASUGAI

There are many kinds of rituals, when man grows up. This article or data is not
on such a kind of general life rituals of Japanese, but here in this paper Kasugai tries
to give the informations on the birth rituals, which are named 720 (Hashiwatari)
or &2 U (Hashikoshi) (Crossing over a bridge or Going over a bridge). This rite is
not so popular, it is only known to the people, who live in Kitashitara district in
northern part of Aichi-prefecture, this area is very close to Shizuoka and Nagano-
prefectures. This rite is not so popular to us and I knew it from an old lady simply
by chance. She is now more than eighty-years old, and she told me about the rituals
when she got a grandchildren. She told that they should visit UJIGAM =I&#f (shrine
= ffitk) after child-birth (as Omiyamairi = 8 i5), at that time they should choose the
way to shrine, which passes over a stream, the family should pass through a bridge
at that time. At the bridge they should carry out some ceremony. They offer
washed-rice, sake, salt and some money at the both foot of the bridge for two-times
on both side, then they cross over the bridge and can visit shrine, but on the way
home they shouldn't pass the same bridge. This information interested me very much
and so I tried to gather the materials on this kind of rituals in this district. Of
course the rituals have many variant, and it differs to each village and family. On
details see Kasugai's another two articles on the "Birth-rituals which crossover a
stream."1 In these two articles Kasugai tried to find out the geographical distribution
of similar rituals and the variants.

And here in this paper Kasugai tries to show the birth rituals, named Hashiwatari
or rituals which relate to water, have very old traditions and are more widely distrib-
uted than in my previous article.

1. Shin-ei Kasugai, A birthrituals, which crossover a stream. Shakaikagaku-kenkyu vol 19-1. (ed)

The Institute of Social Science Research of Chukyou University, Nagoya,Japan 1998
Shin-ei Kasugai, A birthrituals, which crossover a stream. Shakaikagaku-kenkyu. vol 19-2. 1999
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