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A Study on the Lexical Network of Polysemic Words: Part I

— Japanese Adjective ‘amai’ and its Word Associations

Noriko AOTANI

Metaphorical expressions enable us to use words in creative ways. As many of those
expressions are used in everyday conversation, we no longer regard them as
metaphors. The core meaning of words is extended through metaphor, creating
polysemy. The meaning of adjectives varies, depending on the nouns with which they
occur. For example, Japanese ‘amai’ is a polysemic adjective that has synaesthetic
meanings such as ‘amai kaori’ (sweet smell), and other metaphorical extensions of the
meaning such as ‘amai kotoba’ (sugary word) and ‘amai kangae’ (optimistic idea).
How do we deal with those different kinds of nouns that cooccur with ‘amai’ in our
mental lexicon? The purpose of this study is to obtain some clues to answering this
question through experiments of word associations.

This study investigated the results of word association experiments administered to 58
subjects. 31 subjects were given a sheet of paper on which 50 lines of blanked
sentences ‘  wa amai’ <predicative position> were printed, and another 27 subjects
were given a sheet of paper on which 50 lines of blanked sentences ‘amai
<attributive position> were printed. They were instructed to fill in those blanks with
whichever words came into their mind and as many as possible within 3 minutes.
The results were categorized based on the senses (schema of each sense). It suggests
that their word associations are primarily inspired by the basic sense of ‘amai’ which
expresses the sense of taste. The frequency of the negative sense which implies ‘a lack
of severity’ is the second highest. The synaesthetic expressions showed the low
frequency. The possible reasons for the results are discussed in this paper by using

the notion of category and prototype.
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Bkh SEMO R B HRANEET 23N TVS, LaLENS, BHREODPMS v &R I13HE
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WA =2 T VANDH 5,
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(4) dbDOTE T BREE « RECHKR SO0 IBVBTFERT, Y1 F X1 XA - VDR
o
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2, BROEEE LK S 0 2 HFE O « A6 & OBIEIT > W T ORRET L 7,
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TARZ Y —A5(64.5) <P ERFR)> | Va-—2R(619) <P GFEARR >
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HH (44.4) =) (7.4) | & (14.8) | AH (22.2)
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EH/DIEVERA SN A, SRIOERDOA T, Ihb0BERSHERES IV, $74bb
EEEOEVERKTH S LT EILIBEYTHRVEELONS, SEER L LRIEES, <it
EE>, <IREOATH2E>OEKREERICHEI A ENTER P> cETHIE. DX
S BRIMEEZ IR T TS VEERSELNE LIV TR, KBRS 2468055 5,
<EAFZ>CHBEBEOE - 1E0Z E. AFRBRNIC<BET><REY>LLE0h 7
TY-DOREE LTHEAISNTVEEDTH - foo FIREREICBOTIE TBET] &0
HFTY—ZZDOEODOHERS LTS v 7 ENTVWE, h5F T —DREHZVWIEAF T —
ZZDOLOMBERENE I EIcL->T, 20A 7T ) — LB MO E biEHILE N, 1
INPILABBDOTRBVNEEAONS, — . [7—F] BREAHEICBVTS, BREH
HieB 0T bR HBUE EAOETH - s, TOTRIA T T) —ieofishs [F-X7—
FlTva—tr—F] BEFHSBEINGEDL >/, TOXIBHERM S, EHLS N,
BREINPICAZ0E, #T7TY) -—DEALVANVHTHEEELON, BERLVVIZH D
b - L bR HEs NPTV EWV SR (Lacoff, 1987) &L—HT 56D TH5, [H
VW] BEREAFETHY, T0AT TN BT AHED I BV B L TR > T3
BHARL TS, #7573 ) —OBRMICETAAMEAERL AVIZBVTH - & BT RS
nTWws & (Lacoff, 1987) +NE, TDHERL XVDEREZLREEINIZEEZELZONS,

TBETF] VI A7TY) —LOBHBUEED LALITH - oot Uy TRY)) GIREMET
1B, BRHETHRAONIIZ T TH 1o TOEVE<BET>, <BEY>2hEhor
FAY)=BFE [HO] VI BUHEOHNOHEERICLEbDEZEIONG, [HWV] L0
B, <BET>HFIT)—BVWTRIOIFT) —tBIF 370 b 4 7RIS IC @
OHLHBHTH B EEZELLNE, —H <BEY>HFT)—cB0Ti} THV] oEdsic
o0 [HR-> F0 ] R EEMNORBUPEEFAL. <BEF>A7T) -DHHREE,
FRLH IS HIN 2 > TV R WEEBZ b b, 2Dk, BUHESFICET 2EICE. T070
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<HHE ORE> BT AMEHERICOVTH, A7 TY =LV IHESKREhTWS &
EZonb, lAIR, [R] BEESNEIEICL->T, <A>HFT) —DMOKETH S
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ZEZoNb, <BET>HFIT)—cBLT [HO] E7a 54 FNSEETH L. BEL
ENTWBE, —H, <A>HFT)—icBvTiR, [HO] BEELshBETH S ERE
AV, AR BV CAHEHEHEEOE» -7 [R] TR ] BERBBFTLE<A> A F

(x) [HEA L ~ov | i2B8 L Tid Lacoff (1987) £,
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—Hs <KA>HATFTY —IKBT BFEUAT<HBRSOALR> ITBVWTHBBE DS, -
[ZZ] 3. MRMFERE Lcfuc [F5o] TR DHl] 2L 0fFE SEWKRNIcBEL TV 3
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RBARE Ry by —2WRICELIcbON, K1 THB,

AEBFB BV CEREERIBECL 3 TEE b - & 22T FHEG P 2 ERD
VLD ->TWE, HEFPE FERTHICE L, BARBOIRIC L > TEHRETLEL LS
L4 5, BlAIE, sweet’' = [HWV] LR L LBHAE. BAE BT S [HO] 0oBKEZO
FELFBCHTRDIBEZELTOTH S, BETHICDVTRINE TEEEBDABIERHS
NTE, L LBETHBHAREDERICOVTHE > TV AHEIIEDRED 3 D15 5 b,
PlZE, THO] 8752 « =4 FRWHDA # —VERIERFATH B &%, WHEEML
THE->TVBEDTHAEID, [HOFER] & THOEZ | KR > LEERAMHICBT L%

®) Jantra (1999) 1&. & 1 5&/waan/(HEWV)IKBALTH<AF R « 1 X =V ESDEKRITBTVELTVS,
i) KR CE D MoK ISR OFFFE THBBRIE OFid » 1o b D ZIR T,
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BYNCHATE 2 AR ENS SV BEDIEA 5,

BaFAABEZBS LRI TEXED, HREBICODVTHI->TVWBEEREAL L, b LHAKE
DOERICBL CHEER I, TROLEBEOERGEREAFM I, EE ‘sweet’” DEBK
HFEBARE [HO] 0> Zh E OHESTHETH 5, HBRIZK > T ‘sweet’ ITid <A F
ZAA A= VERFTEESIL O ENIFETENIE, ‘sweet parents’ % [HWH] &> THR
WT 2T LbUBBEELLD, CHRIBOBUHFOTHIC, REBOB®REDRENIFIHT
EBDEIPITOVT, SRMEZED TOSTFETH 5,
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